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am settled in my little house at Beaujon [rue Fortunee], very cosy, well furnished, very quiet, safe from the intrusion of unwelcome persons, I shall write successively " Les Pay sans," " Les Petits Bourgeois," " La Derniere Incarnation de Vautrin," " Le Depute d'Arcis," " Une Mere de famille;" and the plays will go on as well. It was especially to give myself up to this immense, but necessary production, that I wished to house myself as soon as possible at Beaujon, for it is quite impossible to stay longer at Passy.
Most Parisians think I did not go to "Wiesbaden; that it was only a canard; that's Paris! Madame de Girardiii told me that she had heard from a person who knew you well, that you were excessively flattered by my homage, and sent for me to join you wherever you went, out of pride and vanity, being much gratified in having a man of genius for patito, though your social position was too high to allow him to aspire to anything else! Aud thereupon she laughed satirically, and told me I was wasting my time running after great ladies, who would only strand me! Is n't that Parisian ? But, as you see, the contradictory statements of the Paris cancans make them little dangerous.
To-day, all the exterior work on the Beaujon house is finished, except the gallery which is to be added, and is, in fact, a new building; that will be covered in this week. So, in this respect, at any rate, I arn tranquil.
It is four o'clock ; I must brush up copy; I salute you as the birds are saluting the dawn.
The combined letter of your clear children has made me very happy. I see them so contented, so charmed, without the slightest fear of mischance in the future; but then, how you have brought-up your Anna! morally and physically how you have trained her! In truth, Georges owes you much, and I think he feels it, for a brain like his comprehends everything; there is in himFume is making gigantic
